Grand Forks ATV Society
Newsletter June 2021
On the Trail - May long weekend
Trail Blazer Saw
Trail Feedback
Club Rides in our Future?
Non-motorized Trans Canada Trail?
Bicycles to Require Registration
Historic Franklin Trail
We are all Trail Embassadors
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Welcome to the new format of the Grand Forks ATV (GFATV) Newsletter. We are always
trying to improve our materials and provide interesting articles for ATV riders throughout
the province. Like many clubs in the province, GFATV has struggled to get members involved
during the pandemic. Our club is driven by members that volunteer as executive members and
directors and we are always looking for new members that are willing to get involved. If you are
interested, there are several different things we need help with. Contact our Communications
Director at 1gfatv@gmail.com.
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Member Feedback and Trail Reports
We want to hear from you! If you have any concerns with the
trails or find missing or damaged signs, please let us know by
sending in a trail report. Even reporting that the trail is open is
very helpful this time of the year, and it helps the maintenance
crews a lot.

Camping at Bluejoint Recreation Site
Victoria Day Weekend

What a busy long weekend up the North Fork! As we like to do before all long
weekends, the recreation sites were cleaned and prepared for the abundance of
campers visiting the North Fork. A few members camped out at Bluejoint Rec Site
and posted on Facebook that rides would begin 9:30 am each day. We hope you had
a chance to join in. Please remember to keep an eye on changing trail conditions,
and make sure your machine is in good condition.
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Grand Forks ATV Club’s
New Trail Blazer Saw
We have purchased a Trail Blazer Saw that has been tested on the trail twice. After the first trial
run, we discovered a few issues and are working to find solutions. All indications are that it will
work well to help clear brush and maintain the trails. If you are out on the trail and come across
out trail maintenance signs, please stay clear and watch for flying debris. Once a spotter has seen
you they will notify the operator to shut down the machine so you can safely pass.

To the left: the Trail Blazer
can be mounted onto the
front of an ATV, with its
vertical blades designed to
cut back over-growth from
the sides of the trail. So far
we have only mounted to the
front of a tractor.

To the right: This image
shows a rider cutting brush
from the trail with the Trail
Blazer mounted to the front
of an ATV.

Grand Forks ATV Club
On the Trails
Meeting Update
GFATV AGM Fall 2021. Date to
be announced.
--Find out where and when others
are riding on the
Grand Forks ATV
Facebook Group
--Trans Canada Trail
Trails BC continues to push
for motorized closures on the
Great Trail. They just can’t
share and are demanding
support for a non-motorized
trail. In this day and age, it’s
abslutely mind boggling that a
provincially registered society
can be so discriminating aginst
a particular user group.
We need members to write
their MLA expresing support
for motorized users on the trail
and suggesting that groups that
steward and manage the trail be
accepting of all users.
Currently the lead provincial
group (Trails BC) does not
support all users on the trail and
this creates unnecessary conflict
between different users.
Other groups, such as Trails
through the Boundary and
Grand Forks Community Trails
are devoted to greenway (selfpropelled) trails that do not
allow motoized use. With this
opinion, these groups should
not be allowed to steward a trail
such as the TCT.

Volunteers Needed
We are looking for volunteers
to ride the Trans Canada Trail,
note repairs, take a picture,
and submit the information to
GFATV. This should be done on
a fairly regular basis, but more
often in July and August.
Dry summer?
Looks like it could be a dry
year this year, so get out on
the trail early if you can. The
dry conditions can potentially
shut down our riding area.
Always be extremely careful
with campfires, and watch any
sources that could cause fires.

COVID-19 Update
We are not planning any club
sanctioned rides or events as
public health restrictions make
hosting these events difficult.
We can ride in small groups, if
we practice social distancing.
If there is a ride posted on
Facebook by a group member,
others can attend the ride if they
practice social distancing like
anywhere else. These are not
GFATV hosted rides. We will
be calling into the heath line
after May 25 and depending on
changes to restrictions updating
members in our June newsletter.
Be safe out there!

Club Rides
Big thanks to Anna and Cody for
working with ATVBC and the
province to keep all members
safe and complying with
Provincial Health Regulations.
Looks like we should be able
to have some club rides soon
depending on COVID-19.
Remember the full moon ride
up the TCT and around to BC
Mines?

Franklin Wagon Trail
Over a year ago we started on
the process of designating the
Franklin Trail, located near
Bluejoint Recreation Site, a
Heritage Trail. This 19km trail
was the original wagon trail
used to haul ore from the Union
Mine. We have approached
the RDKB and there is now a
dedicated person moving this
project forward.

Bike Plates & Licenses
Is it time to push for everyone
to be actively paying for
improvements to the trails?
Motorized users contribute
through licencing and liability
insurance. With e-bikes hitting
the trails by storm, it seems only
right that they would require
an ID plate and insurance. Lets
hear what you think! Join the
conversation on Facebook.

Ride Safe,
Be Responsible.
We are all Trail
Ambassadors!

