
Designated Non Motorized
West of Cascade Trestle

3

Hwy 395

Santa  Rosa Rd

Fife Rd.

Billings Station
91.9km

Cascade Station
90.2km

Cascade Trestle
91.6

Smitten Trestle 89km

Santa Rosa
Station
87.6km

Dewdney Trail
   to Rossland

Fife
Station

 82.2km

Vehicle Access
Private Property

?? Conservation
Area

Rock Slide
Area Safety

Cattle
Guard
  88.5km

Needs Stop Signs
and updated info
on Kiosk
Signage for other trails

Rock Slide area needs
ditches cleaned out

Storage Tank 86.4km

Kiosk Sign
Stop Signs

Sutherland Creek
Wetlands

CPR Pump House

 The section of the Rail Trail (TCT) from Cascade West to Fife has the 
potential to be a tourist destination. Seasonal use of this section is heaviest in 
July & Aug.

 To the west is a designated " Non Motorized" section that runs through 
the Gilpin Grasslands then onto Grand Forks. A considerable amount of funding 
is going to be applied to the section in 2017. Safe public access from Highway 3 
to this 17 km section of the TCT is extremely limited and are not approved by 
Ministry of Highways..

 In 2013 with engagement of all the Boundary Country Trails Agree-
ment holders. A bypass route was established for all users. The bypass ties 
into the TCT at Cascade West.

 There are many points of interest on this section, the most popular 
being the Kettle River  Gorge ( Cascade West) and the Smitten Trestle. The 
scenic views of the surrounding area are also a draw.

 With the recent change (alignment) in political boundaries, the area 
is now tied into the Okanagan Tourism District. Thompson Okanagan Tourist 
Association is tasked with promoting the area.  More tourists, hopefully, will be 
drawn to our area. 

 The economic opportunities the TCT could provide are tremendous for our 
Region. Is the Rail Trail ready for the increased use? Will users be safe?

 Cascade West has been used as a main access for all users for many, many 
years. It is not a Ministry of Highways approved access. This compromises users safety, not 
only when exiting and entering the Highway. The access road is in very poor condition. There 
are limited amenities or safety signage, access to the river is nonexistent and there are 
concerns with the steep cliffs along the gorge.   

 Where the TCT crosses Highway 395 there is a need for a positive stop to control users. A 
Kiosk for signage displaying safety, etiquette and points of interest is also needed. GFATV has had 
meetings with RDKB Area C and Ministry of Highways to discuss all crossings.

Smitten Trestle, west end, has access stairs going down to the Kettle River. With users being drawn 
here, a Kiosk at this location would work well for signage indicating safety, etiquette, direction  and  
historic points of interest.

Rock slides and avalanches are prominent from Smitten Trestle to Fife. These are a safety concern. The 
ditches along the trail are full, any rocks that roll off the hills come directly onto the trail. Users could be 
endangered.

Santa Rosa Crossing needs stop signs for trail traffic and an upgrade to the existing kiosk signage. 
Land owners use this section of the TCT to access their property but there is no current signage 
indicating this use.

Bike Trail There is a mountain bike trail that enters the TCT and sweeps up a hill across the trail. 
This is a concern, not only is it crossing the TCT,  but the bikes are entering very quickly and this 
could cause a serious accident, especially with no signage indicating a bike trail enters onto the TCT.

Siding There was a siding to accommodate extra rail cars in the steam era. This area could 
be developed as a picnic area with shelter and other amenities.

Ecological area This is an interesting area that is very wet with many different species 
growing and residing here. This area could be developed into a unique environmental 
point of interest.

CPR Pump House During the era of steam there was a need for water. Water tanks 
once were beside the trail are long gone. This most important pump house, last 
one on the TCT, needs a better trail access and safety concerns with the 
structure need to be addressed .

Fife This area is heavily used to access the trail. A local bike shop promotes 
a one hour bike rental and ride and there is no accommodations for 
parking. Proper signage for safety, etiquette and direction is inadequate. 
There is need to engage local residents, Sutherland Creek supplies 
water to the area and the pump house is located along the creek.

In the spring of 2016 there was a proposal to build a historic site to 
recognize the early pioneers, and the importance of the Columbia 
Western Rail Road, Teck, and mining. Some local residents 
opposed the project due to a motorized group promoting the 
idea. What is most important is to work together to improving 
tourism safety and local economic oppertunities, along the 
trail. 

The Boundary Kootenay Region needs economic 
development. The TCT could bring many economic 
opportunities to the various towns located along the 
trail.

Current condition of this 300 km of the trail is in 
very poor condition with few amenities.
Approximate cost to complete upgrades
$15 million.

        Needs Proper Access
        and signage

Interpretive Centre
(Tesla AC....) 

Develop Old Water
Flumeway Tunnel

Is this a legal access
Parking?? Safe Stairs

Cascade West
Staging Area

Safety Fence and access
at gorge site???

Kiosk & Stairs

395 Crossing Stop
and Stop Ahead signs
& Kiosk
 Refer to Trail-Road Crossing.pdf

CASCADE WEST TO FIFE TRAIL PROPOSAL 2017


